
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 19 August 2021] 

 p3160a-3160a 
Ms Lisa Baker; Mr John Carey 

 [1] 

DOG AMENDMENT (STOP PUPPY FARMING) BILL 2021 
454. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Minister for Local Government: 
My question—unsurprisingly!—is to the Minister for Local Government. I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s 
commitment to stopping the cruel and inhumane treatment of dogs through a combination of strategies and our 
legislation to stop puppy farming, which passed through this house yesterday. Can the minister remind the house 
what this legislation will mean for people who choose to exploit dogs for their own commercial gain; and, is the 
minister aware of anyone in this house or around the place who is still opposed to this legislation? 
Mr J.N. CAREY replied: 
I want to thank the member for her question. I think it is obvious and everyone knows in this house that the member 
for Maylands has been an incredible advocate, who worked with the former Minister for Local Government to deliver 
this legislation. We took it as an election commitment in 2017. We brought it back as a commitment in 2021, and 
yesterday, it passed. It will tackle the cruel practice of puppy farms using a very comprehensive system of regulation. 
Unfortunately, the member is right; there are those who wish to undermine this great legislation. I note that the 
opposition spokesperson, Hon James Hayward, took to the radio this morning to start the fear campaign. He said 
two things. “We’ll be stuck with a very rigid compliance regime that will mean everybody’s rates will have to go up 
to cover the cost”—scare number one. He also said, “We’re not going to oppose the legislation. The government’s 
had good support for it … We will certainly propose some amendments”. Let us be clear. Number one is that we are 
creating a central registration system that will make it easier to register and gain approvals. That will assist local 
government. But what is also clear is that members of the opposition want to gut the legislation. They say they 
support it, but, in fact, they do not. They will gut the legislation, create enormous exemptions and not allow for 
effective regulations. It should not be surprising that Hon James Hayward and the other members do not understand 
dog welfare. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: Thank you, member for Cottesloe. I give the member some great credit. It is very clear from the 
matter of public interest debate last night that he understands dog breeds and dog welfare very well. He referred to the 
member for Kimberley as being a “chi-chuana”! Apparently, that is a new breed that I am not aware of. I understand 
that the member for Cottesloe knows of other breeds that we are not at all aware of: the “hard-border collier”, the 
“shiatsu” and the “bich-and-fries”! What we are seeing from the member for Cottesloe is a “congo” line of gaffes — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: Conga, Congo! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: I will never live that one down! 
Today, the member for Cottesloe referred to “James Carey, the housing minister”. I do want to say that he is my 
long-lost brother. He is actually a “chi-chuana” breeder in the south west! I understand that the Liberal Party has hired 
some young Liberal gun to do its social media and to keep making constant attacks, but perhaps the Leader of the 
Liberal Party might get his party to actually invest in policy development, rather than dirt units and social media 
attacks. We are genuinely trying to make a better Western Australia. This legislation will ensure effective regulations 
and protect all those beautiful dogs, including the “chi-chuanas”! 
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